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to be as zealous in the cause advocated by
the Church as a sycophant in the interest of
his patron. The bishops used all their in-
fluence with the Minister of Education against
liberal professors, did their utmost to have them
dismissed from their chairs, or attacked them
branding them as "public poisoners/' In the
common schools the Catholic catechism was
the prominent book, and woe to the teacher
who did*not display religious zeal! Most severe
measures were voted against any association
which " would tend toward the abolition of
religion," whereby was meant any opposition
to Catholicism. Free-thinkers laboured under
great disabilities. In some places their funerals
were not allowed in daytime. An old law pre-
venting priests who had left the Church from
marrying was strictly enforced. The great pul-
pit orator, Father Hyacinth, was not permitted
even to preach in Paris.

Protestants, Jews, and Free-thinkers in the
army, on some occasions, were compelled to
attend the Catholic Church and to kneel before
the altar at the command of their officers.
Protestants, entitled by law to an honourable
burial, were relegated to the comer of the ceme-
tery reserved for those who had committed
suicide. Protestant chapels were closed under